Religious Holidays and Cultural Events
&
Calendar Presentation

March 14, 2023 Presented at the Board of Education Meeting .



Religious Holidays and Cultural Events

-> There have been various data points shared and gained during the past
handful of years.

- Enrollment demographics have changed in the Ardsley School District -

ethnicity and religious beliefs.

Individuals have voiced a desire for the calendar to be more inclusive.

Our district is focused on providing a “Welcoming and Affirming

Environment”.

2
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Steps to assess and move toward our goal

Formalized Data Collection - Qualitative and Quantitative:

Focus Group - approx. 65: students, parents, administration, board trustees

Survey - 1,206 respondents:
students 257 (21%), parents 787 (65%),

faculty/staff 185 (15%), & community 43 (4%)



Focus Group - Qualitative Data
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#6 It is important to understand religious
holidays and cultural celebrations different from

mine.

Strongly Agree & Agree Strongly Disagree & Disagree

90% 2%

Neither Agree Nor Disagree

8%




#2 During the school year, there are typically full weeks of
vacation (holiday break, winter break, and spring break). It

is important to keep these as full weeks off from school.

Strongly Agree & Agree Strongly Disagree & Disagree

87% 4%

Neither Agree Nor Disagree

9%




#5 During a vacation or declared holiday, there
should be no homework, assigned projects,

competitions, or tests on the following day.

Strongly Agree & Agree Strongly Disagree & Disagree

83% 6%

Neither Agree Nor Disagree

11%




#4 For consistency purposes, we should maintain the

same school holidays from school year to school year.

Strongly Agree & Agree Strongly Disagree & Disagree

72% 9%

Neither Agree Nor Disagree

20%




#7 The holidays that | celebrate are recognized

in the current school calendar.

Strongly Agree & Agree Strongly Disagree & Disagree

62% 27%

Neither Agree Nor Disagree

11%




#8 The current school calendar negatively impacts my
ability to properly observe occasions (religious holidays

and cultural celebrations), as | customarily do.

Strongly Agree & Agree Strongly Disagree & Disagree

24% 97%

Neither Agree Nor Disagree

19%




#3 | am willing to begin school before Labor Day
and/or end school later in June to allow for additional

days off during the school year.

Strongly Agree & Agree Strongly Disagree & Disagree

32% 95%

Neither Agree Nor Disagree

13%




#9 What additional religious holidays and cultural

celebrations should be considered as a day off from
school?

holidays cultural celebrations
4 accommodate acknowledged Monday Easter Ash Wednesday
school calendar  Eid al-Fitr  day Thanksgiving . 11oween
school year fall  considered day school 4., ¢
religious holidays
Easter Monday

days

Persian New Year
holidays celebrate
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Monday Good Fridayend
able firstday Holi Chinese New Year
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Ardsley longer ~NA Diwali Holi Eid holidays,

o Ramadan family . .
additional sure day Easter us important goin .
_ days school see y 5 P 8OINE work following
Saints Day great year recognized already .o |ebrations
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studentsalways part

Patrick s Day
Labor Day
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think need Hanukkah start 5 .
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#10 What religious holidays and cultural celebrations, which
are currently not a day off from school, should be considered as

a day to recognize in our district in another way?

need recognized )
school calendar Eid al-Fitr HiNdY  giscusse

cultural celebrations CNMIStMas a1 oween
already

ddiverse extend family celebrate
Jewish Holidays leaving
religious holidays allowed

) Easter Monday : religions :
Patrick s Day .. us important ...prations WaY heritage add
igi community ynow  Holi . timeobserved Well
religious year recognized

Eids Ardsley givenLunar New Year . l lot Labor Day
needstudents See celebrate d Diwalione will Muslim
cultures EidDiwali HoliDiwali Lunar New
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Monday teachyork district think school holidays ™2™ PGRTHITE LoRst

traditionsnice consider also families SUY'® Chinese New YearP'€2se Indian
day EasterNA people make many open
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learn everydifferent beli
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recognized district
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Drafted School Calendars for:

2023-2024
2024-2025
2025-2026
2027-2028
2028-2029




Current Holidays (Bold = Federal Holidays):

Rosh Hashanah

Yom Kippur

Columbus/Indigenous People’s Day
Veteran's Day

Christmas

Kwanzaa

Martin Luther King Jr. Day

President’s Day
Good Friday
Easter
Passover
Memorial Day

Juneteenth



Proposed Holidays:

Diwali

Lunar
New Year
. _ Key:
Eid al-Fitr
During
Week
On
Weekend




FINAL DRAFT Ardsley Union Free School District | 2023-2024 School Year Calendar
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Thank you for your participation and
support during this process



